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NON-VIOLENCE AND FEEE INDIA
There was a small gathering of local students the other day
in Gandhiji's camp at Beliaghata. Gandhiji first asked them if
any of them had taken part in the riots, to which they replied
in the negative. Whatever they had done was in self-defence;
hence it was no part of the riot.
This gave Gandhiji an opportunity of speaking on some of
the vital problems connected with non-violence. He said that
mankind had all along tried to justify violence and war in terms
of unavoidable self-defence. It was a simple rule that the violence
of the aggressor could only be defeated by superior violence of
the defender. Ail over the world, men had thus been caught in
a mad race for armaments, and no one yet knew at what point
of time the world would be really safe enough for turning the
sword into the plough. Mankind, he stated, had not yet mastered
the true art of self-defence.
But great teachers, who had practised what they preached,
had successfully shown that true defence lay along the path of
non-retaliation. It might sound paradoxical; but this is what he
meant. Violence always thrived on counter-violence. The aggres-
sor had always a purpose behind his attack; he wanted some-
thing to be done, some object to be surrendered by the defender.
Now, if the defender steeled his heart and was determined not
to surrender even one inch, and at the same time to resist the
temptation of matching the violence of the aggressor by violence,
the latter could be made to realize in a short while that it would
not be paying to punish the other party and his will could not
be imposed in that way. This would involve suffering. It was1
this unalloyed self-suffering which was the truest form of
self-defence which knew no surrender.
Someone might ask that if through such non-resistance the
defender was likely to lose his life, how could it be .called self-
defence ? Jesus lost his life on the Cross and the Koman Pilate
won. Gandhiji did not * agree. Jesus had won, as the world's
history had abundantly shown. What did it matter if the body
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